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SUB J : NAMIBIA: AFRIKAANS NEWSPAPER POSITIVE ON PROPOSALS 

1 . SUMMARY: THE AFRIKAANS SUNDAY NEWSPAPER RAPPORT IN 

A LENGTHY FRONT PAGE ARTICLE, EMPHASIZED THE POSITIVE ASPECTS 
OF THE WESTERN PROPOSAL AND THE CONCESSIONS THE WEST HAD 
MADE TO SOUTH AFRICA. IT ALSO COMMENTED FAVORABLY ON THE 
"ORAL ASSURANCES" GIVEN TO THE SAG, AND SAID THAT SOUTH 
AFRICA COULD ACCEPT THE PROPOSALS IF THESE ASSURANCES WERE 
WRITTEN IN. IN AN EDITORIAL IN THE SAME EDITION, RAPPORT 
URGED PATIENCE AND CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSAL. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. ON APRIL 9, RAPPORT, THE LARGEST CIRCULATION AFRIKAANS 
NEWSPAPER, CARRIED A FRONT PAGE ARTICLE HEADLINED "THEN 
SOUTH AFRICA CAN SAY 'YES' FOR THE FIVE." THE ARTICLE 
QUOTED "SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICAL CIRCLES", PRESUMABLY 
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SAG SOURCES, TO THE EFFECT THAT IF THE WEST WERE 
HONEST, AND WROTE INTO ITS PROPOSAL THE ORAL ASSURANCES 
WHICH IT HAD GIVEN PRIVATELY TO THE SAG (CAPE TOWN 0695), 

THEN THE PROPOSALS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. SPECIFICALLY, THE 
ARTICLE STATED WRITTEN ASSURANCES SHOULD BE GIVEN THAT SOUTH 
AFRICAN POLICE WOULD BE ALLOWED TO PROTECT BORDER POSTS 
VACATED BY THE MILITARY, AND THAT THE CONSTITUENT 
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ASSEMBLY COULD DECIDE WHETHER THE LAST SOUTH AFRICAN 
TROOPS WOULD BE REQUIRED TO LEAVE. 

3. THE REMAINDER OF THE ARTICLE WAS A LENGTHY DISCUSSION 
OF WHAT RAPPORT'S SOURCES VIEW AS THE POSITIVE ASPECTS OF 
THE PROPOSAL. FIRST AMONG THESE ARE THAT SOUTH AFRICAN 
TROOPS WILL NOT BE REQUIRED TO WITHDRAW UNTIL A CEASE- 
FIRE HAS TAKEN EFFECT AND THERE IS PEACE IN THE TERRITORY. 
SINCE THIS IS THE PURPOSE OF THE TROOPS’ PRESENCE IN 

THE FIRST PLACE, RAPPORT COMMENTED, THERE WOULD BE NO 
PROBLEM WITHDRAWING THEM ONCE IT HAD BEEN ACHIEVED. 

AT THE SAME TIME SWAPO FORCES WOULD BE REQUIRED TO 
WITHDRAW TO ANGOLA, WHICH WOULD BE "A LARGE BLOW TO 
THEIR PRESTIGE". OTHER POSITIVE POINTS EMPHASIZED BY 
RAPPORT WERE: 

-DESPITE SWAPO DEMANDS, WALVIS BAY IS NOT 
INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSAL. 

-THE ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL'S POSITION IS 
RECOGNIZED, HE WILL IOINTLY ADMINISTER THE TERRITORY 
WITH THE UNSR, AND WILL CONTROL THE POLICE. 

-THE POLICE WILL BE ALLOWED TO CARRY LIGHT 
ARMS IN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT THERE IS NO WRITTEN 
PRESCRIPTION FOR ABNORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES, "A PROPOSAL 
ABOUT WHICH SWAPO CANNOT FEEL PLEASED." 

-AGAIN CONTRARY TO SWAPO DEMANDS, SOUTH AFRICAN 
TROOPS WILL BE CONFINED TO BASE IN OSHIVELLO, IN THE 
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NORTH, NOT AT KARASBERG, IN THE SOUTH. 

4. IN ITS LEAD EDITORIAL IN THE SAME EDITION, RAPPORT 
URGES PATIECE IN CONSIDERING THE WESTERN PROPOSAL. 

IT COMMENTED: "IT IS WORTH THE EFFORT TO LOOK 
PATIENTLY AND CLOSELY AT ALL OF THE POSSIBILITIES AND 
POTHOLES OF AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE SETTLEMENT, 
WHICH PROVIDED IT IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE TO THE POPULATION- 
ASSURES A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR SOUTH WEST. THE ALTERNATIVE 
IS NOT SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO". 

BOWDLER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 apr 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAPET00707 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 53-1 245 
Format: TEL 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780476/aaaacmcr.tel 

Line Count: 105 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 609aaab3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3024370 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NAMIBIA: AFRIKAANS NEWSPAPER POSITIVE ON PROPOSALS 
TAGS: PDEV, SOPN, SF, WA 
To: STATE USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/609aaab3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



